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• Introduction and welcome

• Ideas round-up

• Using misconceptions

• Planning ideas

• Using the mark scheme

Agenda



Ideas round-up
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Drama as drama – a thread

Link to thread

https://twitter.com/PearsonTeachEng/status/1623272618848620546
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Shakespeare poetry

Link to thread

https://twitter.com/AnmikaEMC/status/1618620817352581121
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Link to blog

Academic vocabulary

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/blog/cuttlefish-spurting-out-ink-literary-terms-and-academic-vocabulary
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Subject terminology

Web link

https://parts-of-speech.info/
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AI

Link to Twitter account

https://twitter.com/DoWise


Using misconceptions and 
challenging statements
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Macbeth misconceptions

• Macbeth is a coward

• Lady Macbeth is callous

• Macbeth goes mad

• Banquo is bland

• The play ends happily
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An Inspector Calls misconceptions

• Birling is stupid

• Sheila is naïve

• Edna is not important

• Eric behaved honourably

• Birling will never change
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Challenging statements

Mr Hyde is regarded as physically detestable but perhaps only because 
he subconsciously reminds those he encounters of their own...

Hyde is merely the manifestation of Jekyll’s overarching ego, and as 
such should be ...

Macbeth is full of sound and fury, signifying...
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An Inspector Calls

Gerald’s behaviour is excusable; men still behave that way today. 

Eric shows far less remorse for his actions than Gerald.

Sheila and Eric are incapable of sustained change.



Planning ideas
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Analysing the question

Explore the importance of 
guilt elsewhere in the play.

What type of guilt is 

shown?

Which three characters 

best exemplify guilt?

What message does the 

play impart about guilt?



16© Pearson Education 2023

Rephrasing the question

Explore the importance of 
ambition elsewhere in the 

play.

Why does Shakespeare include ideas about 

ambition in the play?

Do you think ambition is presented positively in 

the play?

What does the play teach an audience about 

ambition? 
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Discerning approaches

• Be brave – use a narrow lens; what character would best exemplify 
the theme?

• What specific event best exemplifies your point?

• Consider alternative interpretations.



Using the mark scheme
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Key word mark schemes

Sound interpretation – supporting refs – relevant contexts

Well-developed interpretation – well-chosen refs – detailed 

awareness of text and context

Perceptive understanding – discerning refs – integrated context
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Understand the key words

PERCEPTIVE
COMPREHENSIVE
COHESIVE
INTEGRATED
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Plan using key words

MARRIAGE IN AIC

PERCEPTIVE

DISCERNING

INTEGRATED
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Unseen poetry key words

Level 5 17–20 ● The writing is informed by perceptive

comparisons and contrasts, with a varied and 

● comprehensive range of similarities and 

differences between the poems considered.

● There is an assured personal response, 

showing a high level of engagement with the 

● text and discerning choice of references to 

the text.

● A critical style is developed with maturity, 
perceptive understanding and interpretation 

with discerning choice of references to the 

text.

● There is perceptive grasp of form and 

structure and their effect.  

● The response offers a cohesive evaluation of 

the poets’ language and its effects on the 

reader.

● Relevant subject terminology is integrated 

and precise.



Further support
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Teaching resources and support

Find the 

resources 

here

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Mocks Service

• Available for GCSE and A level English.

• Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level

o onscreen Pearson-marked with papers available for 
GCSE English Language (2.0 included) and Literature.

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf
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Mocks Moderation Service

Our new moderation service allows you to provide your 
students with their mock results while supporting you/your 
teams’ marking skills. By sending in a sample of your exam 
papers, our examiners can supply commentaries and reports 
to help you understand the mark scheme and provide 
reassurance that your marking is aligned with the Edexcel 
standard for GCSE English.

Find out more here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service/mocks-moderation-service.html
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Subject Advisor contact details

Clare Haviland

Pronouns: She, her, hers

• 0333 016 4120 

• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus

• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com

• Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates

• Book an appointment with Clare

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://twitter.com/PearsonTeachEng
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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The Full English Podcast 
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/



